
How DDA Engineers Helped Build 
Miami in 50 Years

	        

First notable projects include 
the Haft-Gaines Corporation 

Apartments and Country Club 
- Jacaranda. 

Gaston de Zarraga, Associates is formed.

Starting on February 1st, Gaston de Zarraga and Ramon Donnell 
open their structural consulting engineering firm and name it Gaston 

de Zarraga, Associates located at 800 Douglas Road in Coral Gables.  
They had been working together at Fernandino and Grafton, a large 

local AE firm.

1969






Notable projects included City National Bank of Hallandale and the 
Key Biscayne Country Club

1970

Firm name change to De Zarraga and Donnell, Inc.

1972



 Notable projects included a major addition to Flagler Kennel Club along with new 
Kendal Club in Naples, Bonita springs Kennel Club and the Hilton Hotel in Long Boat 

Key, Sarasota, Florida




Pedro DuQuesne joins the firm.  

Firm designed its first high rise towers in Mirasol Ocean Towers and 
Mar del Plata Condominium, both built in Miami Beach.


Firm awarded City of Miami Police Headquarters, its first major 
public/governmental project.

1973

Firm awarded its first Miami Dade County Public Schools project, 
Edison Senior High

1974



  



Just having 
completed Threshold 
Inspection services 
for Phase I of Key 

Colony in Key 
Biscayne, Florida, the 
firm is awarded the 

complete design and 
inspections services 

for Key Colony 
phases II thru IV 

Pedro DuQuesne named a partner of the firm  

1977



  

Firm awarded the design of City of Miami City Hall


1978

Firm awarded the design of one of the first Rapid Transit 
Stations under a major public transit project for the county 

today known as Metro Rail.  It would go on to design 4 stations: 
Dadeland South, Northside, Santa Clara and Okeechobee

1979

Firm name changes to DeZarraga, Donnell and DuQuesne 

1982



Notable projects include a 
major expansion of 
Dadeland Mall and the 
design of Fisher sland, 
Phase I, an exclusive resort 
community off the coast of 
Miami. 

Firm awarded the expansion of the Miami Beach Convention Center


1984

Firm awarded first work at Miami international Airport: Concourse “F”


1983



  

Partners purchase their first computer; a WANG to 
be used for structural analysis. 

Firm begins work in the industrial warehouse sector with the first buildings at Beacon Centre 
which included warehouses and flex buildings.


  
Ernie Wong joins the firm in May to perform inspections at Fisher Island. 

Aida M. Albaisa joins the firm in October and is tasked with implementing CADD drafting in the 
firm. 

Gaston DeZarraga retires.

1987

Firm selected to design Oceania  in Hallandale, condominium of 35 
stories and would go on to complete 3 towers.

1986

Miami Beach Police Station

1985



Firm name is changed to Donnell & DuQuesne, PA

1988



Firm expands its School Board work in both Dade and Broward counties, being awarded 
multiple new middle and high school facilities. 

Notable projects include Deering Bay Towers and Villas

	 The Limited at Dadeland Mall

1990



Firm is engaged in numerous hospital project including Boca Raton 
Community Hospital, Memorial Hospital, Doctors Hospital (Nassau, 

Bahamas) and Cape Coral North Tower. 1991

MIA Concourse A II, a major expansion to the airport.


1992






  

	  

Awarded first major project for Miami-Dade College, the 
Interamerica Campus Building and Parking Garage


	 

	 

Kendall Regional Hospital Medical Office Building and Parking 

Garage


South Miami Hospital Parking Garage 


Museum of Contemporary Art, City of North Miami


1993



Brickell on the River 
Port of Miami Terminal 8 and 9 

Coral Gable Youth Center 
Joe’s Stone Crab Parking Garage 

Ft. Stewart Army Base Store, California

Boca Raton Community Hospital


Grove Hill Tower1994



 

FIU Parking Garages 
Gables Grand Plaza 

University of Miami School of Business Expansion 

Aida M. Albaisa is named partner and the firm name 
changes to Donnell, DuQuesne & Albaisa, PA 

1995



MIA Terminal Improvements  Phase 1A and Phase 1B 


	 

Several Autonation Dealerships


Southern Command


1996

Lois Pope – The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis 

Lincoln Cinema

1997



Performing Arts Center 

 

Firm awarded the design of the American Airlines Arena in 
collaboration with Thornton Tomasetti’s New York office.  

Arena opens on New Year’s Eve 1999 with a grand 
opening concert by Gloria Estefan. 

  

 




The Collection 

355 Alhambra Office Building


North Terminal Development C-D Infill
1998



MDX Headquarters

Brickell Grand


Village of Merrill Park

Carillon Hotel and Condominium


North Terminal Development Concourse D Extension


1999



	 


WASA Office Building and Parking Garage

North Terminal Development B-C Infill


Victor Hotel
2000

Jade Residence

Residence at Bath Club


Terminal H Improvements

Mercy Hospital Ambulatory Care Center


Brickell Bay Village

Miami Children’s Museum JA


2001



Park Place Brickell

One Miami 


Blue

UM School of Nursing


Dadeland Fairfield

Sysco Industrial Building


2002



Jade Beach

Ryder Systems Office Building


Miami Beach Senior High School

Lexus Dealership Tamiami


Preferred Freezer – Refrigerated Warehouse


2003

Two Midtown

Overtown Transit


2004



 

Jade Ocean 
Shoma Home Office Building 

MIC/Earlington Heights Metro Rail 
Bacardi Building  

Firm names 3 new partners in Ernie Wong, Paul Guth and 
Remigio Pazos; the firm changes its name to DDA Engineers, PA

2005



University of Miami Alumni Center

City of Homestead City Hall


Project “x”
2006

Marina Blue


2007

Eastridge

MIA Mover Station


Aventura Arts and Cultural Center

UM Life Science 


2008



MDC Wolfson Campus 

Joseph Caleb Center


Turnpike Plaza Projects 2009

Doral City Hall

Ritz Plaza


Miami Dade College – Student Center and Classroom Addition2010



Firm selected to design the Patricia and Phillip Frost Museum of Science  
Fashion Wing Expansion at Dadeland


Regalia2011



Brickell City Centre - Threshold Inspections

HOH Aruba

HBO Latin
2012

MAST Academy High School

	 Broward College Southwest Cent

2013



709 Alton

ParkSquare Aventura


Tryp Hotel

City of Homestead Police Facility


2020 Salzedo

Modera Metro

2014



Telemundo

Miami Beach Convention Center – Threshold Inspections


Memorial Hospital Parking Garage

Warren Henry Dealership


Coral Springs Hospital Bed Tower

The Harbour

2015



Terminal A - Royal Caribbean at Port Miami 
MDC Medical Campus Classroom Bldg and Parking Garage


Chiquita
2016

Dadeland Mall West Mall Expansion

Holiday Inn Doral


Venera2017



Firm names 2 new partners in Pavel Gonzalez and 
Alexander Lopez

2019

Preferred Freezer Hialeah

County Line Warehouses	 


Terminal B - NCL at Port Miami2018




